
   

From Russia, With Dogs 
 

Developed by:  Jennifer Reiter 

Discipline / Subject:  Social Studies 

Topic:  Comparing Alaskan Huskies with Russian Chukchi Dogs 

Grade Level:  3- 8 

Resources / References / Materials Teacher Needs: 

 

World map 

Photos of Chucki dogs and Alaskan Huskies 

 

Websites Utilized: 

(note:  Teachers should preview websites prior to the lesson.  You may decide to copy and paste the 

content to a word document so that you can edit it for you students.  Some of the material may not be 

appropriate for all students.) 

 

Mikail Telpin: 

http://www.yukonquest.com/site/mushers-and-sled-dog-teams/?musher=142 

 

http://iditarod.com/race/2013/mushers/406-Mikhail-Telpin/ 

 

http://www.arctic-info.com/ArcticTV/Page/647 (great video footage of him and his dogs in the Quest) 

 

Racing Beringia: 

http://www.racingberingia.com/ 

 

http://www.alaskadispatch.com/article/racing-beringia-plots-international-path-toward-iditarod 

 

http://northernlightmedia.com/?p=536 

 

 

The Chukchi People: 

http://www.dogbreedinfo.com/alaskanhusky.htm 

 

 

Chukchi Dogs: 

http://www.siberrescue.com/huskyed.html 

 

http://www.geographical.co.uk/magazine/an_icemans_best_friend_-_dec_06.html 

 

http://iditarod.com/zuma/27377-2/ 

 

http://www.siberianhuskybreeders.org/breedinfo.htm 

 

 

Alaskan Huskies: 

http://www.dogbreedinfo.com/alaskanhusky.htm 

 

http://www.vetstreet.com/dogs/alaskan-husky 
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http://www.vetstreet.com/dogs/alaskan-husky


Lesson Summary: 

 

This year’s Iditarod has brought a team of Russian Chukchi dogs to the race.  They are very different 

than the Alaskan Huskies that typically run the race.  In this lesson, students will compare the two breeds 

of dogs and learn the history of the Chukchi Dogs. 

Standard’s Addressed: (Local, State, or National) 

National Council for Social Studies Standard 1A (Culture): 

 Social studies programs should include experiences that provide for the study of culture and 

cultural diversity so that the learner can explore and describe similarities and differences in the 

ways groups, societies, and cultures address similar human needs and concerns. 

Learning Objectives: 

TLW compare Russian Chukchi dogs to 

Alaskan Husky dogs. 

Assessment: 

Teachers can use the student completed table as an 

assessment.  

Procedural Activities 

1. Introduce Mikhail Telpin to the students by sharing his biography from the Iditarod website. 

2. Using a world map, locate Chukotka, Russia and Willow, Alaska on the map.  Introduce the 

concept of Beringia and the Bering Land Bridge to the students. 

3. Share the mission of Team Racing Beringia with the students. 

4. Show students photos of both Alaskan Huskies and Telpin’s Chukchi dogs.  Have them 

brainstorm a list of comparisons between the physical appearances of the two breeds. 

5. Provide the students with research materials (either online or printed/edited hard copies).  

Students can independently complete the comparison worksheet. 

Materials Students Need: 

 Access to websites or printed readings from websites 

 Student comparison chart 

Technology Utilized to Enhance Learning: 

 Internet sources 

Other Information: 

The activity could be extended by using the chart to complete a writing assignment.  Topics could 

include: 

 Journal entry on which breed of dogs students would choose for their own Iditarod team and why. 

 Help-Wanted ads for a type of working dog – either racing or hunting. 

 A compare and contrast essay. 

 A letter to Mikhail Telpin sharing what they learned and asking additional questions. 

 An article for Zuma’s Paw Prints about one or both breeds of dogs. 

 A brochure for a pet store describing the difference between the two for potential pet owners. 

Modifications for Special Learners/ Enrichment Opportunities 

 

Modifications:   

 Teachers can modify the reading selections by cutting and pasting the information from the 

websites into word documents to allow for editing by the teacher.   

 Students can complete reading with a buddy or as a class shared reading. 

 Students could have printed versions of the reading so they can highlight the key information 

before transferring it to the chart. 

 

Enrichment: 

 See writing assignment ideas in Other Information section above. 

 There are also a couple of mushers running Siberian Husky teams this year.  A third column 

could be added to the chart to include that breed of dog as well. 

 



 

From Russia, With Dogs 
 

Use the chart below to record information you have learned about two of the types of dogs 

running this year’s Iditarod. 
 

 Russian Chukchi Dogs Alaskan Huskies 

 

 

Homeland/ Original Location 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Physical Appearance 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Primary Job 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Calories/Feeding 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Desirable Qualities 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Place in Culture/Families 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Other Information 

 

 

 

  

 


